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liave been declined on the ground that the head of a statue alone, which, under 
favorable conditions could have been obtained in a complete condition, is of 
little value, either from an artistic or an ethnological standpoint. Unlike the 
ancient Greek statuary which is so often found only in a fragmentary condition, 
the figures from which these heads have been broken were until recently standing 
intact. On account of the difficulty presented in moving and transporting 
entire statues of great bulk arid weight and the still greater difficulty of getting 
them out of the country, the agents of certain European and American dealers 
have resorted to the practice of knocking off the heads, which could be removed 
with little fear of detection. This form of vandalism in China has in the past few 
years become so common that the danger of wholesale destruction of its most 
highly valued and venerated antiquities has compelled the Chinese Government 
to take steps to check the evil. 

There would seem to be only one way, however, to effectually discourage 
this form of iconoclasm, which is by the concerted action of museums and col- 
lectors in refusing to purchase dissevered heads or other worthless fragments of 
Oriental carvings which are manifestly the ill-gotten loot of European despoilers. 

The activities of the miscreant who deliberately mutilates a priceless carv- 
ing for the purpose of obtaining a tithe of its actual value may be compared with 
the act of the house-breaker who steals valuable pieces of ancestral plate and 
melts them up to realize the mere price of the metal. The head of an image 
which has been deliberately separated from its body possesses about as much 
value for educational purposes as the silver bullion which is taken from the 
burglar's melting pot. 

At a recent meeting of the Executive Committee of the Pennsylvania 
Museum and School of Industrial Art, the Secretary was authorized to communi- 
cate with the Chinese Government, indorsing the movement of the Asiatic Insti- 
tute of New York for the preservation of the antiquities of China. 



NOTES 

Bequest. — Through the bequest of the late Francis T. Sully Darley the 
Museum has received a choice collection of Greco-Roman pottery and a large 
cabinet with elaborately modeled bronze ornamentation, an exact reproduction 
of the celebrated Grand Bibliotheque preserved in the Garde Meuble of Paris, 
made by permission of the French Government by Georges Roux of Paris for 
exhibition at the Chicago Fair of 1893. 

For the use of the students at the School of Industrial Art were willed a 
collection of carved cabinets, a series of European bronzes and porcelains and 
bric-a-brac in great variety. 

The Museum has also been made a beneficiary to the extent of a tenth of the 
residuary estate and the School of a like amount. 
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Iron Work. — An important addition to the collection of early American 
metal work, the gift of Mr. John T. Morris, consists of a large group of Pennsyl- 
vania decorated cast iron stove plates with Biblical and historical scenes in relief 

dating from 1749 to 1800. 

* * * 

Attendance. — During the year 1914 the attendance at the Museum was 
326,700, a slight increase over that of the preceding year. The admissions since 
the Museum was first opened to the public in 1877 to December 31, 1914, as 
shown by carefully kept records, have reached the enormous total of 10,186,817, 
or an average of 275,319 for each of the thirty-seven years. 

Colonial Room. — The room on the north side of the building, which has 
been furnished in Colonial style by Mrs. Frederick Thurston Mason, as a memo- 
rial to her sister, the late Miss Anna P. Stevenson, has been opened to the public, 
but other objects will be added from time to time, as suitable examples can 

be procured. 

* * * 

Furniture. — As we go to press the Museum has received from Italy, 
through the generosity of Miss Nina Lea, a suite of bedroom furniture, consisting 
of fifteen pieces, elaborately carved, gilded and painted, which is of such artistic 
and historical importance that it will be fully described in a special article in the 
April number of the Bulletin, In the meantime the furniture will be installed 
in the large apartment adjoining Mrs. Mason's Colonial room. 

* * * 

Entertainment. — The fifth annual entertainment, under the auspices of 
the Associate Committee of Women, for the benefit of the Pennsylvania Museum 
and School of Industrial Art, was held at the Bellevue-Stratford, Wednesday 
evening, December 2, 1914. The programme consisted of a costume ball, 
pageant and fantasy, — "The Feast of the Cherry Blossoms," and a play pre- 
sented by The Plays and Players, entitled "The Flower of Yeddo." The per- 
formance was most successful, both from an artistic and financial standpoint. 

Cassone. — The Museum has recently acquired by purchase a notable 
Italian cassone of the late fifteenth or early sixteenth century, made of wood with 
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relief ornamentation in gilded gesso. The front panel bears a painted coat-of- 

arms which, on account of great age, is scarcely distinguishable, but which it is 

hoped may yet be identified. 

* * * 

School Notes. — There is a marked improvement in the quality of the 
students registered this season from the public schools of the city, due to the 
elimination of candidates from the grammar grades and the giving of scholarships 
only to graduates from the High and Manual Training Schools. This has practi- 
cally suppressed the "preparatory' ' section, and enabled the members of the 
entering class to keep together as one body. It also facilitates the organization 
by the students, of the various helpful associations — "Guilds" — (which were 
inaugurated some time ago) as the differences of age, attainment, as well as 
ability to progress, formerly interfered considerably with their effective adminis- 
tration. The Guilds organized by last year's entering class have so far this 
season presented four "talks" to the newer students; by Mr. C. P. Andrade, of 
the faculty; Mr. Herbert Johnston, of the Curtis Publishing Company; Mr. 
Thornton Oakley, of the faculty, and Mr. George Harding, the illustrator. The 
Girls' Guild has planned to have talks given by women upon practical efficiency 
and the essentials in training for it. The Boys' Guild is collecting data in rela- 
tion to the mediaeval guilds in all countries, and also preparing certain movements 
for the better advertisement of the School's work. 

Owing to the financial and business difficulties of the present season, a 
considerable number of former students were obliged to take positions instead 
of returning to the School to finish their courses ; but several classes are closed 
to further registration, as they are filled to their capacity. 

Mrs. William T. Carter has offered two prizes to students of the design 
classes this season, the first for an original lace design; the second for the best 
rendering of historic costume. The latter is particularly timely, as this class has 
grown from special to regular sessions, and the course is now formulated for the 
year. It comprehends two types of workers : those whose aim is to study costume 
and the rendering of it, as a basis for the expression of original ideas on the 
subject, and those who supply the reproductions of actual creations, for maga- 
zines, catalogues and newspapers, as well as for the larger dressmakers and 
theatrical costumers, who submit suggestions to clients. The students of this 
class also work from the costumed model. 

The grille and gate made for the new residence of Mr. Frick, in New York 
City, have been completed and installed, and the extraordinary impression they 
have made upon architects and builders has flooded Mr. Yellin with orders, 
difficult, if not impossible, to carry out where a time limit is imposed, as a suffi- 
cient number of capable workmen is not obtainable. An appeal has been made to 
the Belgian consul to secure if possible the services of some of the many skilled 
smiths of Antwerp, Bruges and Ghent, but he finds it impracticable to locate any 
of those who have fled as refugees, or by chance remained inactively in the 
cities. 

In November the Alumni Association gave its yearly reception to all the 
new pupils of the School, and on December 12th held its annual meeting for the 
election of officers. On these occasions the opportunity for the more recent mem- 
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h>ers, either of classes or the organization, to meet those who have gone out into 
the practical working world, is presented, and each year its value more recognized. 
Miss Helen Taylor purchased abroad, the past summer, a fine collection of 
printed reproductions of famous works of art, in monochrome and color,which 
she has presented to the School. These were exhibited in the anteroom, and 
some of the photographs, made at the same time by Mr. Copeland while traveling 
in Belgium, Holland and Italy, were shown in the large meeting room. Many 
of these were specially taken for Mr. Copeland's decorative work, for which he is 
now executing delayed commissions, aided by Mr. Sinnock, and the results of 
their summer's experience tell in the subjects under way, the chief of these being 
a very large panel for the assembly hall of the Trenton, N. J., High School, 
illustrating the benefits of education which America confers upon the foreign 
population coming to this country. 

The effect of the summer's study is also shown in the work of Mr. Edwards, 
who has designed a gate for one of the passageways to the School's exhibition 
room; and is supervising its execution by the younger pupils in the wrought iron 
class, very much in the way the mediaeval craftsmen trained their apprentices, — 
the kind of influence and guidance which is almost wholly lacking in the latter- 
day workman's life, and from the absence of which his product suffers severely. 
The style of the gate is Florentine renaissance, rather simple in character, the 
chief ornamental element being a wrought, typically kite-shaped shield charged 
with three smaller regularly formed shields, which stand in heraldry for the three 
arts of architecture, sculpture and painting. The work is to be finished and 
placed in position in time for the annual exhibition in June. 

Another very difficult problem, which is to be Mr. Edwards' own handiwork, 
is a great lantern, also Florentine, but of the Gothic period. The elaborate, 
pierced foils, and the raised heraldic decorations which surround the lower part, 
are of beautiful proportions, and require very skilful forging. These subjects 
would have been impossible of conception without contact with, and study of, 
the originals which set the high standards of the Italian craftsman, and the dis- 
ciplined composition of trained artist-artisans. 

It will probably be gratifying to those interested in the textile school to hear 
of the active part which it and its former students are taking in current affairs. 

Mr. Robert T. Francis, who entered the textile school in 1894, has recently 
been elected president of the American Association of Woolen and Worsted 
Manufacturers. Mr. Francis has always been very active in the textile industry 
and has kept in close connection with his alma mater. 

On November 30th, the Master Dyers' Association held their annual ban- 
quet at the Manufacturers' Club. Mr. William J. Wall, secretary of the associ- 
ation, is a former student of the School, as are many of the members of the associ- 
ation. Among the speakers were Mr. Edward W. France, director of the Textile 
School, and Mr. L. Da Costa Ward, head of the Department of Chemistry and 
Dyeing. 

That the influence of the School is strongly felt by users of textiles, as well as 
by manufacturers, is evidenced by the fact that the services of the School were 
recently solicited to formulate specifications for the uniform cloths to be used by 
the Police Department of the City of New York. 
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Asomewhat delayed letter from Russia, written by Mr. C. A. Moes, who was 
a student of the School last year, states that he will not be able to return to 
America for an indefinite period. Mr. Moes is a captain in the Second Russian 
Reserves. As soon as the war is over, or as soon as he may be permitted to leave 
Russia, Mr. Moes anticipates completing his course in woolen and worsted manu- 
facture. 

Mr. E. L. Duhring, a graduate of the School, has been secured as instructor 
in the Department of Chemistry and Dyeing. This position was formerly held by 
Mr. Leon Hoffmann, who severed his connection with the institution during 
the past summer. 




Silver Chalice, Set With Amethysts 

Designed and Executed by Frederic Charles Clayter 

A Student of the School 



